
 

 

  

 
 

1. One of the strongest human i___________ is 
 the desire for r______________. 
 
 
 
2. Middle East nations are c__________ in an 
 endless c__________ of revenge. 
 
 
 
3. The Israelites and Philistines were b________ 
 seeking revenge. 
 
 
 
4. Samson spent his adulthood s___________ 
 revenge. 
 
 
 
5. Samson was s______________ to lead God’s 
 people. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

~Continued~ 

“Samson said to them, “This time I have a right to get 
even with the Philistines; I will really harm them.”      
              Judges 15:3 
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               “Revenge Isn’t Sweet” 
                Judges 15:3 

 

 

 
 
6. Sociologists have labeled the cycle of revenge as  
 “The M_________ of Redemptive V___________”. 
 
 
 
7. God has provided us with the a_____________ for 
 revenge. 
 

 
8. Revenge ultimately leads to d___________. 
 
 
 
 
9. Jesus commands us to “t_______ the other 
 c___________”. 
 
 
 
 
 
10. Jesus says, “D_________ take revenge.” 
 
 
 
 
11. We need to i_____________ Christ. 
 
 

“Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God’s 
wrath, for it is written:  “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says 
the LORD.”                          Romans 12:19 

MATTHEW 5:38-42 



 

 

Scripture Readings          January 29, 2012 

 

Judges 15:1-15 
1
Later on, at the time of wheat harvest, Samson took a young goat and went 

to visit his wife. He said, “I’m going to my wife’s room.” But her father would 

not let him go in.  
2
“I was so sure you thoroughly hated her,” he said, “that I 

gave her to your friend. Isn’t her younger sister more attractive? Take her in-

stead.”  
3
Samson said to them, “This time I have a right to get even with the 

Philistines; I will really harm them.” 
4
So he went out and caught three hundred 

foxes and tied them tail to tail in pairs. He then fastened a torch to every pair 

of tails, 
5
lit the torches and let the foxes loose in the standing grain of the Phil-

istines. He burned up the shocks and standing grain, together with the vine-

yards and olive groves.  
6
When the Philistines asked, “Who did this?” they 

were told, “Samson, the Timnite’s son-in-law, because his wife was given to 

his friend.”  So the Philistines went up and burned her and her father to death.  
7
Samson said to them, “Since you’ve acted like this, I won’t stop until I get my 

revenge on you.” 
8
He attacked them viciously and slaughtered many of them. 

Then he went down and stayed in a cave in the rock of Etam.  
9
The Philistines 

went up and camped in Judah, spreading out near Lehi. 
10

The men of Judah 

asked, “Why have you come to fight us?”  “We have come to take Samson 

prisoner,” they answered, “to do to him as he did to us.”  
11

Then three thou-

sand men from Judah went down to the cave in the rock of Etam and said to 

Samson, “Don’t you realize that the Philistines are rulers over us? What have 

you done to us?”  He answered, “I merely did to them what they did to me.”  
12

They said to him, “We’ve come to tie you up and hand you over to the Philis-

tines.”  Samson said, “Swear to me that you won’t kill me yourselves.”  
13

“Agreed,” they answered. “We will only tie you up and hand you over to 

them. We will not kill you.” So they bound him with two new ropes and led 

him up from the rock.  
14

As he approached Lehi, the Philistines came toward 

him shouting. The Spirit of the LORD came upon him in power. The ropes on 

his arms became like charred flax, and the bindings dropped from his hands.  
15

Finding a fresh jawbone of a donkey, he grabbed it and struck down a thou-

sand men. 
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Scripture Readings Continued       January 29, 2012 

 

2 Timothy 4:16-18 
16

At my first defense, no one came to my support, but everyone deserted me. 

May it not be held against them.  
17

But the Lord stood at my side and gave me 

strength, so that through me the message might be fully proclaimed and all 

the Gentiles might hear it. And I was delivered from the lion’s mouth.  
18

The 

Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and will bring me safely to his heav-

enly kingdom. To him be glory for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Matthew 26:47-56 
47

While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived. With him was 

a large crowd armed with swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests and 

the elders of the people.  
48

Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with 

them: “The one I kiss is the man; arrest him.”  
49

Going at once to Jesus, Judas 

said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him.  
50

Jesus replied, “Friend, do what 

you came for.”  Then the men stepped forward, seized Jesus and arrested 

him. 
51

 With that, one of Jesus’ companions reached for his sword, drew it out 

and struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his ear.  
52

“Put your 

sword back in its place,” Jesus said to him, “for all who draw the sword will 

die by the sword.  
53

Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at 

once put at my disposal more than twelve legions of angels?  
54

But how then 

would the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must happen in this way?”  
55

At 

that time Jesus said to the crowd, “Am I leading a rebellion, that you have 

come out with swords and clubs to capture me? Every day I sat in the temple 

courts teaching, and you did not arrest me.  
56

But this has all taken place that 

the writings of the prophets might be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples deserted 

him and fled. 


