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“Elmo, Balloons, and Invitation”
Malachi 3:6-12
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“Test me in this.”  Malachi 3:10
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Scripture Readings February 19, 2012

Ezekiel 16:49-54

49‘/Now this was the sin of your sister Sodom: She and her daughters were arrogant,
overfed and unconcerned; they did not help the poor and needy. 50They were haughty
and did detestable things before me. Therefore | did away with them as you have seen.
*!Samaria did not commit half the sins you did. You have done more detestable things
than they, and have made your sisters seem righteous by all these things you have done.
>’Bear your disgrace, for you have furnished some justification for your sisters. Because
your sins were more vile than theirs, they appear more righteous than you. So then, be
ashamed and bear your disgrace, for you have made your sisters appear righteous.

Suyowever, | will restore the fortunes of Sodom and her daughters and of Samaria
and her daughters, and your fortunes along with them, **so that you may bear your
disgrace and be ashamed of all you have done in giving them comfort.

Revelation 20:11-15

YThen | saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from
his presence, and there was no place for them. 2And | saw the dead, great and small,
standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which
is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded
in the books. “*The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up
the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what he had
done. "Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the
second death. “If anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was
thrown into the lake of fire.

Luke 16:19-31

Y“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury
every day. At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores “and
longing to eat what fell from the rich man’s table. Even the dogs came and licked his
sores.

224The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham’s side.
The rich man also died and was buried. ZIn hell, where he was in torment, he looked up
and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. %50 he called to him, ‘Father
Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool
my tongue, because | am in agony in this fire.’

24yt Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good
things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in
agony. %And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, so that
those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to
us.’

YTuHe answered, ‘Then | beg you, father, send Lazarus to my father’s house, Bfor | have
five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of
torment.’

Pupbraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.’

304No, father Abraham,” he said, ‘but if someone from the dead goes to them, they
will repent.’

31“He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be
convinced even if someone rises from the dead.””



